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as to subaltern or occasional parties, they have all been derivations from the same originals.
Now, it is manifest, that all these incitements to faction, party, and division are wholly removed from among us. For, as to the Pretender, his cause is both desperate and obsolete : There are very few now alive who were men in his father's time, and in that prince's interest; and in all others, the obligation of conscience hath no place;1 even the Papists in general, of any substance, or estates, and their priests almost universally, are what we call Whigs in the sense which by that word is generally understood. They feel the smart, and see the scars of their former wounds; and very well know, that they must be made a sacrifice to the least attempts towards a change ; although it cannot be doubted, that they would be glad to have their superstition restored, under any prince whatsoever.
Secondly, The Dissenters are now tolerated by law; neither do we observe any murmurs at present from that quarter, except those reasonable complaints they make of persecution, because they are excluded from civil employments ; but their number being very small in either House of Parliament, they are not yet in a situation to erect a party: Because, however indifferent men may be with regard to religion, they are now grown wise enough to know, that if such a latitude were allowed to Dissenters; the few small employments left us in cities and corporations, would find other hands to lay hold on them.
Thirdly, The dispute between High and Low Church is now at an end; two-thirds of the bishops having been promoted in this reign, and most of them from England, who have bestowed all preferments in their gift to those they could well confide in : The deaneries all except three, and many principal church-livings, are in the donation of the crown : So that we already possess such a body of clergy as will never engage in controversy upon that antiquated and exploded subject.
Lastly, As to court and country parties, so famous and avowed under most reigns in English Parliaments : This kingdom hath not, for several years past been a proper
1 That is to say, they had not sworn any allegiance to him.    [T. S.] VI.                                          O